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BAUA AWARDS 2020

IDEA

The BAUA Awards were called to life by the three
members of the Baltic Architects Unions Association
(BAUA), namely, Architects Association of Lithuania,
Latvian Union of Architects, and Union of Estonian
Architects. The exhibition and competition of the
best graduation projects by architecture students
was first organised back in 2014 by the Latvian
Association of Architects in Daugavpils. Since then,
the competition has been held annually in a different
capital city of the Baltic States. In 2020, due to the
pandemic, the competition was for the first time
organised completely online.

The BAUA Awards aims at presenting, comparing and
awarding the best graduation works by architecture
students from the Baltic States. The event provides
a platform for architecture students, inviting

them to showcase their creative potential, receive
evaluation and feedback from professionals and the
international community of architects, and observe
the development of new ideas in a broader context.
The exhibition reflects the achievements and quality
of architectural education in Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania, provides an opportunity to compare
various education methods and programmes, and
fosters collaboration and communication between
young architects and academic societies in Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania.



Participants

12 projects from 12 students in this year’s
exhibition and competition were selected to
represent 7 Baltic architecture schools. The
following students competed for the title of the
Best Master's Project:

MINDAUGAS KARANEVSKIS, Vilnius Gediminas
Technical University, Department of Architecture

GODA ZUKAITE, Vilnius Gediminas Technical
University, Department of Urban Design

VAIDA VENSKUNE, Vilnius Academy of Arts,
Kaunas Faculty, Department of Architecture

JURATE KINDURYTE, Vilnius Academy of Arts,
Vilnius Faculty, Department of Architecture

DEIMANTE BUZINSKAITE, Kaunas University of
Technology, Faculty of Civil Engineering and
Architecture

KSENIA SAPEGA, RISEBA University,
Department of Architecture

ELZA TAUBE, Riga Technical University,
Faculty of Architecture

KEITI LIGE, Estonian Academy of Arts,
Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning

JOANNA KORDEMETS, Tallinn University of
Technology, Academy of Architecture
and Urban Studies

Due to the transition to a continuing education
model, there were only three contestants in the
Best Bachelor's Project category:

ELINA PAULA, Riga Technical University, Faculty of
Architecture

MIKUSS STASS, RISEBA University, Department of
Architecture

MARTIN VARVAS, Tallinn University of Applied
Sciences, Institute of Architecture



Jury Members of the jury for the BAUA Awards 2020

The graduation works were evaluated by the jury Gabrielé UbareviciGte (After Party, Lithuania),
consisting of licensed architects, who are not Brigita Bula (Brigita Bula Arhitekti, Latvia),
involved in the architecture education process at Mark Grimitliht (Estonia), Ward Verbakel

any of the participating schools in Estonia, Latvia or (Plusofficearchitects, Belgium).

Lithuania.

Evaluation criteria
Conceptuality, originality, innovativeness, coherent

architectural and urban idea, and aesthetics of the
presentation.



winners

Revaluation. The Impact of Recycling
Demolition Waste on Space by Keiti Lige
(Estonian Academy of Arts, Faculty of
Architecture and Urban Planning;
Supervisors: Katrin Koov, Kadri Klementi) was
selected as the Best Master's Project 2020.
The jury also distinguished Goda Zukaité
(Vilnius Gediminas Technical University,
Department of Urban Design;

Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Inesa Alistratovaite-
Kurtinaitiené) for her project Phenomenon of
Urban Boundaries in the Structure of a City.
The Case of Naujoji Vilnia District.

Cross-Border Urban Synergy of Braslaw and
Daugavpils. Educational Port in Braslaw by
Ksenia Sapega (RISEBA University, Department of
Architecture; Supervisors: Dr. Arch. Ilze Paklone,
Mg. Arch. Didzis Jaunzems) was awarded as the
Best Bachelor’s Project 2020. A diploma was also
awarded to Elina Paula (Riga Technical University,
Faculty of Architecture; Supervisor: Assist. Prof.
Egons Bérzins) for her project Use of Geospatial
Data in the Involvement of Society in the Planning
of Urban Environment. A Multifunctional Area in
Mukusala, Riga.

Exhibition + brochure

The exhibition of all the works is planned in the
form of a tour in Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia
throughout 2021, which will be accompanied by
this catalogue. In 2021, the BAUA Awards will take
place in Estonia.
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Riga Technical University, Faculty of Estonian Academy of Arts
Architecture
22 KEITI LIGE — Revaluation. The Impact of
10  ELZA TAUBE - Regeneration of Dissonant Recycling Demolition Waste on Space
Heritage: Initiative Centre in Brasa, Riga
Tallinn University of Applied Sciences,
12 ELINA PAULA - Use of Geospatial Data in the Institute of Architecture
Involvernent of Society in the Planning of
Urban Environment. A Multifunctional Areain 26~ MARTIN VARVAS - Virtsu Lagoon
Mikusala, Riga
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16  MIKUSS STASS — Affordable Housing
Development Project in Maskavas Forstate as a
District Regeneration Tool

18  KSENIA SAPEGA — Cross-Border Urban Synergy

of Braslaw and Daugavpils. An Educational Port
in Braslaw
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32

36

Vilnius Gediminas Technical University,
Department of Architecture

MINDAUGAS KARANEVSKIS — Agricultural 40
Architecture: Educational Culinary Centre in
Vilnius

Vilnius Gediminas Technical University,
Department of Urbanism

GODA ZUKAITE — Phenomenon of Urban
Boundaries in the Structure of a City. The 42
Case of Naujoji Vilnia District

Kaunas University of Technology,
Faculty of Civil Engineering and
Architecture

DEIMANTE BUZINSKAITE — The
Architectural Aspect of Ageing at Home
Applying the Principles of Biophilic and
Universal Design

Vilnius Academy of Arts Kaunas Faculty
Dept. of Architecture

VAIDA VENSKUNE — Cultural Identity and
the Influence of Globalisation on Kaunas
City Architecture Since 1990: A Multi-
Functional Petradiunai Community Building

Vilnius Academy of Arts Vilnius Faculty
Dept. of Architecture

JURATE KINDURYTE — Renewal Project for
Petras Cvirka Square

NOTE: The diploma work of Joanna Kordemets

(Tallinn University of Technology, Academy of
Architecture and Urban Studies) was evaluated by the
jury, but due to not provided textual and visual material
is regretably not represented in the catalogue.
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Founded in 1862, Riga Technical University is the
First higher technical school in the Baltic countries.
AL present, it offers studies in Architecture,
Engineering Sciences, Natural and Environmental
Sciences as well as in Engineering Economics.
Faculty of Architecture provides architectural
education at all levels of undergraduate and
graduate education as well as undertakes scientific
research. The number of students is about 300
and the yearly number of graduates is about 45 at
Bachelor level and 35 at master level. 30 full-time
and part-time teachers are involved in the study
process.

The Faculty of Architecture consists of the
Department of History and Theory of Architecture,
Department of Architectural Design, Department
of Fine Arts and Centre of Urban Planning. Since
the 1990s, the university has been active in
attracting foreign staff and students and creating
joint-degree programmes and international
mobility projects. RTU has more than 400
international agreements with foreign universities
and is participating in Erasmus+, many networks
and projects

The Bachelor’s programme in Architecture
establishes the foundation in academic

matters and competence in research leading to
architectural design. At this level, within three and
a half years, competence in primary professional
matters is attained, which allows students to
continue education in the two-year master
program of Architecture. Studies in the master
program prepare qualified specialists in
architecture who can independently work in design
offices and state and local government institutions.
The architect can undertake appropriate research
work, be a knowledgeable professional critic,
prepare complete project implementation plans,
and also provide expert's testimony and consulting
services.

After graduation from the master program and
three years of supervised practice, an architect
may apply for a Professional Certificate that
authorises for independent practice. Being notified
in the European Directive On the Recognition of
Professional Qualifications

the Architect’s diploma of RTU provides its keeper
professional recognition into the member states

of the EU. Masters of Architecture may also go on
with the studies at the Doctoral program.

www.rtu.lv
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Riga

Riga Technical University, Faculty of Architecture

MA
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Initiative Centre in Brasa,
Supervisor: Prof. Sandra Treija

ELZA TAUBE
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The subject of the research is the prisons built in the 19th-20th The site is located in the centre of Riga and has been recently
century in urban environments in the context of difficult heri- closed, which means that not only the place itself but also its
tage. The Master’s thesis aims at proposing recommendations surroundings have been left for abandonment. The goal of the
on the regeneration of prison buildings, in general, and reveal- project is to turn an environmentally degraded site of difficult
ing the potential of difficult architectural heritage. As a result, heritage into an active community centre. The reconstruction
certain guidelines are drawn up for the project to revitalise the of two existing buildings is proposed. The concept is based on
Brasa prison and its area. symbolism and the idea of opposites. Thus, even though the

prison has been closed, the centre now symbolises openness,
and if previously all the gates used to symbolise closure, now
they represent access.

11
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Use of Geospatial Data in the Involvement of
Society in the Planning of Urban Environment.
A Multifunctional Area in Mikusala, Riga

ELINA PAULA

Riga Technical University, Faculty of Architecture
BA

Supervisor: Assist. Prof. Egons Bérzins




The thesis takes a look at a way of living, surging in popularity The basis of the proposalis a simple floor plan layout with one

amongst young people — minimal, efficient, non-binding, and corridor in the middle. By splitting the layout open, a wide area
easy, Small-scale living is especially well-suited for a modern opens up for an outdoor space, allowing for the creation of
perspective of life, when access replaces ownership, life is be- terraces and recreational areas, as well as the view of the water-
coming increasingly globally mobile, and the idea of having less front. By placing all entrances to apartments in the centre, the
on one's shoulders becomes freeing, The thesis aims at showing outer sides of the volume receive enough sunlight throughout
a comfortable way to live tiny and sustain an active, involved, the entire building from the eastern and southern sides,

youthful life,
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The Faculty of Architecture and Design at the
RISEBA University of Applied Sciences was
established in 2011. It offers international
architecture studies in Latvia in two successive
cycles - the Bachelor’s Study Programme
“Architecture” (3.5 years, 210 ECTS) and the
Professional Master's Programme “Architecture”
(2 years, 120 ECTS).

Since its foundation the faculty has combined

the best architecture education standards and
teaching experiences in Europe to reach academic
excellence and international recognition. Both
programmes are fully accredited by the Ministry

of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia.

The Master's diploma is notified in the European
Directive on the Recognition of Professional
Qualifications.

The Bachelor’s Degree of Engineering Sciences in
Architecture is the first step to prepare students
for Further studies in the fields of architecture
and urban planning and professional architectural
practice. In 2017 RISEBA University established
the 2-year Professional Master’s Programme in
Architecture, thus, the total length of architecture
studies at RISEBA comprises 5.5 full-time study
years, meeting the general requirements of

EU standards for practicing the architectural
profession.

The faculty offers an architectural education

of the highest standard, with a curriculum that
interweaves the core fields, architecture and
urban design, with an understanding of the social
sciences and strong business skills. The aim of
the programmes is to provide students with

the theoretical knowledge, practical skills and
necessary competences to work in the field of
architecture, design and urban planning.

Conceived as a laboratory placed in RISEBA
Creative quarter H20 6 that also hosts the Faculty
of Media and Communications, the school puts

an emphasis on creativity, collaboration and
teamwork. During studies students advance their
abilities in analytical thinking and problem solving
and acquire the research skills to approach design
tasks in a variety of contexts. Students are also
able to work out concepts while being socially
responsible young professionals. The language of
the study process is English.

www.riseba.lv
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Affordable Housing Development Project in Maskavas
Forstate as a District Regeneration Tool

MIKUSS STASS

RISEBA University, Department of Architecture
MA

Supervisor: Rudolfs Dainis Smits
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The research project investigates the possibility to implement The project aims at refurbishing the existing uninhabited factory

an affordable housing system in Riga. It revolves around the idea building in a degraded area close to the city centre, changing

of creating new cost-based rental apartments, increasing the its function to residential and creating a new addition, and
production of new or refurbished housing, which would contrib- also maximising the potential of the plot of land. The basis of
ute to the implementation of Riga's strategic plan to revitalise the architecture is the surroundings that respect the existing
such areas as the Maskavas Forstate, At the same time, it deals structures and, at the same time, embrace the new ones, The
with the issues of uninhabited buildings and empty areas in the project is based on the principles of sustainability and the living
city grid, which decreases the high demand for rental properties concepts of the Emerald City. The actual goal from the city’s per-
and leads to increased prices and the speculative nature of the spective is to improve the surrounding area and make it more
rental market, attractive to inhabitants and developers.
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Cross-Border Urban Synergy of Braslaw and Daugavpils.
An Educational Port in Braslaw
Winner Bachelor

KSENIA SAPEGA

RISEBA University, Department of Architecture

BA

Supervisors: Dr. Arch. Ilze Paklone, Mg. Arch. Didzis Jaunzems
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The project for an Educational Port in Braslaw embodies an
architectural solution in the light of an urban dialogue be-
tween Latvia and Belarus and the development of international
relationships at multiple levels. The cross-border checkpoint
solution reveals the opportunities available to the Latvian city

of Daugavpils and the Belarussian city of Braslaw and addresses
the issue of accessibility. The expansion of the existing exchange
of experience in the field of education and tourism was identi-
fied as a promising direction of development for the borderland
region. The main challenges in the context of urban synergy

are the lack of a developed infrastructure, as well as political
barriers in the form of a visa regime and insufficiently effective
facilitation measures,

The organisation of the Educational Port as a border checkpoint
employs a neutral territory as a functional space for communi-
cation, education, and entrepreneurship. The neutral space is
accessible for the citizens of both countries crossing only one
border and establishes visa-free communication before crossing
the border of another state.

12
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Estonian Academy of Arts (EAA, est. 1914) is the Faculty of Architecture is the focal point of

only one of the six public universities in Estonia Estonian architecture education and the centre of
providing higher education in fine arts, design, competence in the creative disciplines related to
architecture, media, visual studies, art culture built environments, including interior architecture









































































